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Dos and Don'ts for Designing an 
Experiential Learning Activity 
 

 

 

Experiential learning activities are powerful 
educational tools that engage students and 
promote active learning. When designing 
these activities, it 's essential to create 
meaningful and impactful experiences that 
enhance students' understanding and skill 
development. Below are some dos and 
don'ts to consider when designing an 
experiential learning activity: 

Dos: 
1. Align with Learning Objectives: Ensure that the activity aligns with clear learning objectives. Identify 

what specific skills and knowledge you want students to gain from the experience. 
2. Provide Real-World Context: Connect the activity to real-world applications to help students 

understand the relevance of their learning. 
3. Encourage Active Participation: Design activities that actively involve students, promoting hands-on 

exploration and engagement. 
4. Foster Collaboration: Encourage teamwork and collaboration among students to enhance 

communication and problem-solving skills. 
5. Promote Reflection: Include time for students to reflect on their experiences, insights, and 

challenges faced during the activity. 
6. Adapt for Different Learning Styles: Design the activity to accommodate various learning styles and 

preferences. 
7. Offer Room for Creativity: Allow students to explore their own ideas and solutions, fostering a 

sense of ownership and pride in their work. 
8. Be Clear with Instructions: Provide clear and concise instructions to ensure students understand the 

activity's goals and guidelines. 
9. Create a Safe Environment: Establish a safe and supportive environment where students feel 

comfortable taking risks and making mistakes. 
10. Integrate Technology: Leverage technology to enhance the learning experience and provide 

additional resources and tools. 
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Don'ts: 
1. Rush the Planning: Avoid rushing the planning process. Take the time to carefully design the activity 

and anticipate potential challenges. 
2. Overcomplicate the Activity: Keep the activity focused and straightforward to avoid overwhelming 

students with unnecessary complexities. 
3. Neglect Safety Measures: Always prioritize safety. Conduct a risk assessment and provide 

appropriate safety guidelines and precautions. 
4. Micromanage the Experience: Allow students to explore and discover on their own. Avoid excessive 

interference in their learning process. 
5. Ignore Student Feedback: Be open to feedback from students during and after the activity. Use their 

insights to improve future iterations of the experience. 
6. Limit Opportunities for Reflection: Reflection is an integral part of experiential learning. Avoid 

neglecting or rushing the reflection phase. 
7. Disregard Diversity and Inclusion: Be mindful of diversity and inclusion, ensuring the activity is 

accessible and inclusive for all students. 
8. Forget the Academic Connection: Always connect the activity to academic content and learning 

objectives to reinforce subject matter understanding. 
9. Overlook Learning Outcomes: Evaluate the learning outcomes of the activity. Avoid neglecting the 

assessment of student progress and understanding. 
10. Make It Solely Teacher-Centered: Remember that experiential learning is learner-centered. Avoid 

making the activity solely teacher-led; instead, act as a facilitator and guide. 

Conclusion: 
Designing an effective experiential learning activity requires thoughtful planning, creativity, and 
consideration of students' needs and interests. By adhering to these dos and avoiding the don'ts, you 
can create meaningful and engaging learning experiences that empower students to connect theory 
with practice, fostering a love for learning and deeper subject understanding. Embrace the power of 
experiential learning and its transformative impact on student education. 
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